
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Heather Parish Council held 
on Monday 23 May 2016 at 7.00pm at the David Taylor Memorial Hall  

 
Election of the Chairman of the Council for the forthcoming year  
Councillor Fell proposed that Councillor Wright hold this position for a further year.  This 
was seconded by Councillor Harris and all were in favour. 
 
The members of the Parish Council were introduced 
There has been no election during this year and so the members had only one change 
to report.  Councillors Wright, Cureton, Fell, Pettitt and Petty continued on the councillor 
although Councillor Cureton has changed his address.  Councillor Harris was co-opted 
as a member of the council on 21st March 2016. 
 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 18 May 2015 
The minutes had been approved at the first meeting following the Annual Parish 
Meeting in May 2015.  They were received as a true and accurate record. 
 
Report from the chairman on events of the past year 
Councillor Wright thanked the council for re-electing her to serve as Chair this year.  
She enjoyed last year and looks forward to serving again this year.  She welcomed the 
Councillor Harris to the council. 
 
She reported an exciting, if somewhat traumatic time during the last year since the 
opening of the new Village Hall (The David Taylor Memorial Hall).  The council are still 
hoping that a Youth Club will be able to run from the hall but without volunteers, who 
have not been forthcoming, there is no way that it will happen. 
 
The village continues to be well maintained and we are grateful to the Scarecrow 
Festival Committee for the sponsorship of the Hanging Baskets which look beautiful 
throughout the summer months.  Thanks also go to Peter Fell and John Clarke for their 
work with regular litter picking and to John Petty for his work on keeping the Millings 
well trimmed.  Thanks to Peter also for his consistency in opening and closing the hall 
for all of the clubs that operate from there. 
 
She expressed thanks to the clerk for her continued work in the village. 
 
The Council’s observations on finances for this coming year 
The accounts remain healthy and within the set budget for the year.  The council thank 
the Scarecrow Festival Committee for the support for the hanging baskets which covers 
not just the planting but also the maintenance of them through the year.  The budget 
has been set for the current year and allows for regular maintenance as well as work to 
be done that is required in the year.  This has been done with no increase to the precept 
for the Parish.  The accounts for the year 1/4/2015 to 31/3/2016 have been completed 
and will be available for public inspection from early June.  Our Audit date is 10th June 
2016 and all required paperwork will be sent to the external auditor by the end of this 
week. 



Public Inspection of last years audit papers. 
Any resident of the village is able to see all of the accounts by appointment with the 
Parish Clerk.  If copies are required of any of the documents, these can be obtained but 
will incur a charge to cover time and copying. 
 
Heather Recreation Ground Management Committee 
The opening day for the hall was extremely successful with the Bishop of Leicester, our 
District Councillor and members of David Taylor’s family in attendance along with some 
of our funders for the project and a large number of residents who joined the Parish 
Council for the celebration after so many years of working to obtain all the funding for 
our super new venue. 
 
Our first class held here was a YOGA class which continues to run successfully every 
week.  It has since been joined by Tiny Talk, Blossom & Bloom, Visage Art, Pilates, 
Kettlercise, Art workshops and exhibitions among others.  A number of elections have 
been held during the year for which the hall has been the Polling Station.  Still to come 
activities that are already booked :- Hypno-birthing and a caravan club weekend. 
 
The hall is paying its way with no support from the Parish Council now, has a paid 
cleaner and is well equipped for lots of different activities.  More equipment is currently 
being purchased having bid successfully for two grants to equip the hall. 
 
Report from any village groups who wish to make representation at this meeting 

 Heather School – nothing to report at this time. 

 Heather Parochial Church Council as follows:- 
There is much happening at the Church at the moment, with an architect currently 
drawing up plans for repairs to the tower; work to stone work being done and the 
wall between the Church and the Manor House being rebuilt.  There is also work 
being planned for inside with new toilets and kitchen.  The clock is now working 
again and the trees to the north have been taken down by Western Power due to 
obstruction of the power lines.  The Flower Festival is planned for 31st July 2016. 

 Heather pre school – nothing to report at this time 

 Sence Valley Ladies were unable to attend but sent apologies and the following 
report:- 

Sence Valley Ladies have had a very successful year; we have increased our 
membership from 2014.  We have held monthly meetings in Heather with varied 
speakers over the year ranging from Charles Booth and other social reformers, Wallis 
Simpson The King in the Car Park, to information on the workings of the Concordia 
Theatre Hinckley.   
 
Sence Valley members have supported the Marlene Reid appeal for Easter Eggs for 
children, and also their Christmas appeal for toys.  
 
We support a main charity every year, and this year £100 was donated to the 
Alzheimer's Disease Society.  
We thank the group for their report. 



 

 Heather St John’s Football Club -nothing to report at this time. 

 Scarecrow Festival Committee – Marina Brooks from the committee reported as 
follows:- 

It was a very successful year for the festival with Newsletters being sent out at the 
end of the year.  The profit for the year was considerably up on the previous year 
and enabled a total of £6323 to be distributed to village groups in grants.  Guides 
had to be reprinted part way through the week due to the numbers attending which 
was brilliant.  There was an increase in advertising, the school and preschool 
competitions were sponsored.  As with all successful events, more volunteers are 
needed for this year when the Football Club and the Village Hall will be used.  The 
accounts have been audited. 
We thank the Scarecrow Festival Committee for their attendance and report. 

 Music Festival Committee – there was no report from the committee at this time, 
however it was brought to the attention of all present that there have been a 
number of complaints relating to the levels of noise at the Music Festival. 

 Strawberry Fields Festival – there was no report at this time however it was 
brought to the attention of the council that there were complaints about some of 
the activities that are happening on the same site.  The main complaint was the 
traffic at the Bonfire Night event last year.  It was thought that this was a matter 
that would be monitored for the future and all events held from the venue are 
extremely well planned, well policed and well monitored by the District Council.  
They also have regular resident forums to address issues for all of the events. 

 Any other group which meets or operates within the village of Heather – there 
were no other requests for reports. 

 
No additional matters were raised by members of the public and the meeting was, 
therefore, brought to a close at 7.43pm. 


