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Minutes of the meeting of HEATHER PARISH COUNCIL held on 21 March 2016 at The David Taylor Memorial Hall, Heather  

Present:		Chair Person, Councillors Alison Wright
			Councillors Fell, Harris, Pettitt and Petty

In Attendance:		Mr J Clarke, resident
			Mr V Richichi, District Councillor
			Mrs Jan Shepherd, Parish Clerk

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor P Cureton

Declaration of Interests are as in the Register of Interests

Mr P Harris duly signed the Acceptance of Office, it was countersigned by the clerk and Register of Interest document was returned, completed, to the clerk to forward to the District Council 

143.	MINUTES	
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Monday 22 February 2016 were confirmed as a true and accurate record and signed by the Chair Person.

144.	MATTERS ARISING
Minute number 121 & 129 - Trees on Belcher Close: these have now been taken down by Eden Tree Care
Minute number 123 & 129 – Hallmark Power – email from Hallmark – see agenda item later.
Complaints re Dawsons Yard fires – the clerk has given local residents a grid on which to fill in anything untoward that happens at Dawson’s Yard and this will be taken to the District Council in due course.  They had asked that the query be closed but the clerk informed them of the position and they will keep the case open.
Local business and parking problems – these matters have been forwarded to and are being investigated by NWLDC and Highways authority respectively
Minute 125 & 129 – County Highways have been notified again about the stile – the clerk has sent further details to Highways informing them of the footpath number for their attention.  Councillor Richichi will also follow up on this matter.
Letter sent to the Ibstock surgery – Councillor Richichi is on the Patient Participation Group and will bring the matter to the attention of the Doctors Surgery.  The clerk will send a copy of the letter written.

145.	PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION
Mr J Clarke reported that he had been litter picking on Pisca Lane and was horrified at the speed at which traffic was travelling down into Heather.  He is, therefore, intending to write to the Police Authority to request that the speed van that is regularly parked at Ibstock is brought down into Heather from time to time.

146.	COMMUNITY POLICING
There was no police officer at this meeting.

147.	DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLORS COMMENTS
Councillor Richichi reported that he had received numerous complaints about the Ashby 20 Run.  Local businesses had lost a large amount of money because cars were unable to access the premises.  He will take this up with the organisers.

148.	REPORT FROM ALLOTMENT HOLDERS CO-ORDINATOR
Councillor Wright informed the meeting that a number of allotment holders had asked when the fee was due and what it was to be.  The clerk responded that the letters would be going out in the next few days.
The clerk reported that two half allotments had been given up since the last meeting and she had contacted the next two on the list to offer a half or a quarter and is awaiting a response.




149.	REPORT FROM THE VILLAGE TREE WARDEN
There was no report from the Village Tree Warden at this time

150.	REPORT FROM HERITAGE WARDEN
There was no report from the Heritage Warden at this time

151.	ACCOUNTS
The following accounts were approved:-
     384.00		Clerk’s salary
       41.48		Expenses as per claim form
    268.80		ESPO as per invoice 3942495
    588.00		ESPO as per invoice 3934142
      86.40		ESPO as per invoice 3931842 – one cheque for £942.40 to ESPO
      30.00		Leicestershire & Rutland PFA annual subscription
      75.00		HPCC re maintenance of Church clock – see below

Income received
    110.00		new single grave
    340.00		new double grave (not resident in Heather)

Village Hall expenses
    243.93		British Gas
      26.98		Cllr Wright as per claim, cleaning and materials

Village Hall rent fees:- 
       20.00		Deposit for birthday party
       30.00		Deposit for Art Exhibition
       80.00		Fees re Yoga Class
       31.50		Fees re Art Workshop
     160.00		Fees re Tiny Talk

The statement for Heather Parish Council was received
The statement for Heather Recreation Ground was received
The Income & expenditure spreadsheet was received
The council were notified that we have now received the documentation for the audit from Grant Thornton
The council were notified that we have received a request from the HPCC to contribute towards the maintenance of the Church clock.  It was agreed that we would contribute £75 towards the fee.

152.	PLANNING MATTERS
Applications
16/00259/LBC		Hollybush Lodge, erection of first floor side extension
16/00258/LBC		Heather Hall, internal and external alteration as per plans
Decisions 
14/00396/FULM		Permission granted, with 20 conditions and 5 informatives, 4 March 2016 
15/01122/FUL		Permission granted, with 6 conditions and 3 informatives, 4 March 2016
The clerk has checked the weekly planning lists.  There is nothing more listed and we have received no notification.  All planning applications and decision are available for viewing on NWLDC website.

Licence Applications
No new applications this month

153.	VILLAGE ISSUES
	Play Area Inspections carried out were carried out on 29th February, 7th, 14th and 21st March.  There were no issues with any of the areas.
	Arrhythmia Alliance documentation – what next – information only at this meeting
	Transparency Code – for information only at this meeting
	Hallmark Power – the clerk had been in contact again with the company and received an email from Jeremy Hall on 18th March.  He said he was the right person to be in contact with.  She has forwarded to him all of the correspondence received from the company in the past and he has acknowledged and said he will be in touch as soon as he has had time to read all of those papers. 
	To sign the Declaration of Acceptance witnessed by the clerk for Mr P Harris, co-opted at the last meeting and receive Register of Interest Forms – these were all signed at the beginning of the meeting.
	Gypsy & Traveller Site Allocation Consultation – to be completed before 4 April 2016.  The clerk has completed this and suggested that the councillors look at it online and, if they have any comments about it, to complete it as well. 
	S106 Training event – Cllr Wright and the clerk to attend.  Councillor Pettitt said he would like to attend also.  The clerk will contact the District Council to see if any places available and book him in if possible.
	The clerk brought to the attention of the council that we shall have to change our web site provider before September because the County Council was closing this section of their work.  She has made a number of enquiries and, following the Parish Liaison meeting, she recommends a change to 2Commune Ltd for our web site.  She also notified the council that an offer has been made to host a training event re this company ( the LCC web-site we are part of currently is being withdrawn September 2016 and we need to have all data transferred before that date)  The council resolved to change to this company, proposed by Councillor Pettitt, 2nd by Councillor Fell and all were in favour.
	Litter Pick – clean for the Queen.  The village regularly is “litter-picked” by a number of councillors as well as residents who share in the task.  It was considered that we need not do anything further.
	Report from HS2 update meeting – it appears that there is little changed except that the costs have increased and the time scale has been put back even further.  Councillor Wright and the clerk attended the meeting and they can see very little in the plans that will impact on NW Leicestershire generally, certainly no benefits in travel since there would be a journey of at least 30 minutes north by car to travel to London faster.  However the situation does seem to change at each meeting and so it was agreed that we would continue to attend and monitor the meetings.
	Report from Parish Liaison meeting – the Local Plan is progressing with responses being considered up to 18th April.  The document will than be finalised on 28th June and be presented again for consultation.  We were urged to respond to the Gypsy and Travellers Site Consultation before 4th April.  A question relating to affordable housing and how many properties were being built produced this answer.  Developers are struggling to make any profit on these type of houses and so are not building any.  The LRALC urged councils to remember the changes to LCC web site support.  They also informed the meeting of critical information that has been missed by a number of councils and suggested that clerks and councillors check and read again the Newsletter sent out 18th December 2015.  A revised limit on S137 spending has been announced. The LRALC are launching a new payroll service.  They also urged council to check that they are up to speed with the Pension provider regulations.  2CommuneLtd came to the meeting to inform the councils that they are doing a presentation around the “new site” on 11th April from 1.30 until 2.30.  A presentation from the Refuse services revealed some interesting and relevant facts:-

	5m bins are emptied each year with eight drivers
	424m miles of road are covered
	47% of waste is recycled and the target is 50%
	£5m has been made in the last 5 years by the council recycling services and this has meant that council tax has not been increased by the District at all in that time.
	750 litter bins are emptied from streets etc each week
	The cost of waste collection from each household is £38 per year.

	The clerk has received a number of queries relating to the cemetery which have been quite complex. She has been able to supply answers for all of them and concerns re grave spaces have been notified to the Undertakers for rectifying.
	Events request from the District Council – we have compiled a list of regular events that take place in the village with the exception of those at Cattows Farm since they are all much bigger and the council will be involved with the monitoring of those anyway.
	Changes at Recycling Sites notices have been received and will be displayed in the village.






154.	VILLAGE HALL
	Progress on Land Registry
	FaceBook Page – Katherine Wright has set this page up for us and is looking after it for us until a member of the Management Committee agrees to take it over
	OnLine diary – look at Parish web site calendar - 
	Bookings to date – queries coming in on a regular basis for one offs and regular bookings.  Clerk is following up on all of them.
	Wi-Fi in the Community
	The councillors were notified that the job description for the caretaker will be given out with the magazine this month. No enquiry has been made to date.
	To ratify changes made to the insurance for the village to cover contents to the village hall now that equipment has been purchased for use at the hall.  The items have been listed on the insurance and there has been no extra charge at this time.

8.	County Council have requested remedial work be completed by HPC following work done for the Village Hall.  This was passed on to Alan Bryan, the Project Manager for the hall and he has passed it to the contractor.  The clerk was requested to check if this has now been completed satisfactorily.
9.	The clerk asked if we are planning to organise an event for the Queens Birthday.  It was          agreed that we would and we would hold it at the Village Hall on 10th June at 5.30pm.  Further details will be given at a later date.  We allocated jobs so that information could be gathered and invitations given out.
10.	We continue to look at equipment and volunteers for a Youth Club. This is a matter of urgency.  The Parish Council cannot do this without volunteers from the village to take on some of the work and responsibility.  Please consider carefully whether you can volunteer and get a Youth Club up and running again as soon as possible.

155.	CHAIRMANS COMMENTS
	We were notified that there is an advert for a “mole man” in “What’s Around” magazine.
	Councillor Wright thanked Councillor Fell for all that he is doing at the Village Hall relating to opening up and closing for users.
	We were notified that a concrete fence is currently being built alongside the footpath at the back of the brickyard
	Complaints about the cemetery were noted and they were being dealt with.


156.	DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCIL 
District Council:  Gypsy and Traveller Site allocation consultation open 1st February until 4 April 2016.
County Council:  Nothing to date
Hinckley & Bosworth Borough Council:- Nothing to date

157.	CORRESPONDENCE AND CIRCULARS
Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine
Changes to SLCC
The Clerk Magazine
Commemorative Medals for the Queen’s birthday
Plantscape
Hags SMP
Wicksteed Playgrounds

DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS
Parish Council meeting for this financial year to be held on:-
No meeting will be held in December
21 March 2016 – this is one week early due to Easter Bank Holiday Monday			          25 April 2016 			23 May 2016 			27 June 2016 			
25 July 2016 			22 August 2016 		26 September 2016 		
24 October 2016 		28 November 2016 	
Venues to be notified on agenda, notice boards and web site
Web site address - www.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/heather

